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proceeding, we should again turn eur attentien to the oppertunities ef peace. If 
we are successful in fimilly defeating, through our solidarity, this major reat by 
the Soviet biee against car peace ant seexrity, ve sheald be eabsltehelite be even 
nore enbitious than in the past abeut ridding the Renisphers ef ) 
and disease, as well ae of the internetione) ecamnist , 

It is regretteble thet our sttention wa necessarily ev :viveted during the week 
of October 22 on the expending nuclear missiles ospobility ix Gaba that fev of us vere 
able to give the preminense vhiah τ deserved te the first enminl ascting, at the 
Ministerial level, of Ti-RCOSOC in Mexico City. The US Representative, Zearetary of 
the Treasury Dillon, and the Coerdinator of the Alliance fer Progress, tir. Tecdore 
Koscoso, have infermed ms that the eessions vers csherasterised by an atmosphere of 
considerabie satisfactien in av echievemente duriug the first year of the Alliance 
fer Progress, coupled with a frank ‘resognition ef tho deficiencies wiich had appeared 
in one vay or anether ia the poyformanse of ali the participating countries. This ‘s 
the only atiitade witsh will sake it psesible fer cur peoples te gain sore benefits 
from the Alijance during the second year than in the first year. 


Hemispheric solidarity end cesperation can be just as preductive in this peacefal 
and constructive enterprise as in the: erisis 4a vhich we heve just been invalved. It 
miy be less dramatic and sudden ir ite results, bet it 668 be evan zore important end 
jasting in its benefits. | \ 

Zam sare all ef as have ieerned a great deel eboat interna tiena? political 
forces from our struggie to preserve the pence of tie Henisphare. There will be many 
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ts world wlll be are tur freed, bat ve have enon thet ihe nity ad courts 6 
free peoples ie sore than ἃ match for those secking te threaten us. aan . 
The action cf the present Cuben regime in permitting the (ESR te plece offensive. 
nuclear weapens en Cuban 4041 hae confirmed in unnistalmble fashion sur conclusion at 
Punta del Este in January that this Marxist-Leninist Government was incospetible with 
the Inter-incrican systen. We mist all hope the day will ecun come when the Cuban 
people cen emarcise their right of self-deteraination by sheeeing freely the government 
usier vhich they vant te Live. 
I appreciated your prompt respoise by action 18 8 my urgent letter af October 22. 
I should weleons your views on this letter and on the opportunities vhish 11d befere 
us, as well as the dangers still te bo aveided.-: : 
Sincerely, 
Jobs ¥. Kennedy ἘΠῸ ΟΞ 
Confirm time of delivery and report cddressee's reactions. 
Autassador ehould request that text of letter be kept confidential. 
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Dear Kr. President: 

We now have evidence that the USSE offensive missiles 
are being removed from Cuba and the immediate militar - 
threat has been liquidated. We still seak fully adequate 
verification that all offensive weapons have left the island 
and safeguards against their reintroduction, steps the Cuban 
regime has thus far opposed and prevented. The quarantine 
has been lifted but no pledge with respsct to invasion has 
* sen given to the Soviets by the US, and a close watch on 
events in Cuba continues to be necessary. 

Tne fact that we nave had a substantial measure of 
success thus far is due in very great measure, in my judz- 
nent, to the promptness with which the countries of the 
Hemisphere denounced unanimously the secret attempt of the 
USSE fo use Cuba as 8 ‘Slestern Hemisphere base for offensive 
nuciesr weapons. Its effect was reinforeed by the numerous 
prompt offers cf military units or facilities for use in the 
quarantine, 

Viitn tne Soviet offensive capability being removed 
fron Cuba and negotiations om other points in my agreement 7 
«itn Chairman Knrushchey procesding, we should agein turn 
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ws are successful in finally defeating, through our solidarity, 
this major threat by the Soviet blco against our peace and 
zeourity we should be emboldened to be even more ambitious 
than in the past about ridding the Hemisphere of poverty, 
ignorence and disease, aa well as of the international com. 
munist movenent. 

It is regrettable that our attention was necessarily so 
riveted during the week of October 22 on the expanding nuclear 
miseéile capability in Cuba that few of us were able to give 
the prominence which 40 deserved to the first annual neeting, 
at the Ministerial level, of IA-ECOSCC in Mexico City. The 
US Representative, Secretary of the Treasury Dillon, and the 
Coordinator of the Alliance for Progress, Mr. Teodoro MOSCOBO, 
have informed me that the sesgions were characterized by an 
atmosphere of considerable satisfaction in our achievements 
during the first year of the Alliance for Progress, coupled 
with a frank recognition of the déeficiencies which had 
appeared in one way or another in the performance of all the 
participating countries. This is the only attitude which 
willi make it possible for our peoples to gain more benefits 
from the Alliance during the second year than in the first 
year. 

Hetiispheric soliderity and cooperation can be just ag 
productive in this peaceful and constructive enterprise a6 
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in the crisia in which we have just been involved. It may 
ve lese dramatic and sudéen in ite results, but it can be 
even more important and lasting in its benefits. 

I am gure all of us have learned a great deal abdcut 
international political forces from our struggle to preserve 
the peace of the Hemisphere. There wili be many future 
crises, I faar, on the international scene or in individual 
countries, before the world will be safe for freedom, dut 
we have seen that the unity and courage of free peoples is 
more than a match for those seeking to threaten us. 

The action of the presant Cuban regime in permitting 
the USSR to place offensive nuclear weapons cn Cuban soil 
has confirmed in unmistakable fashion our conclusion at 
Punte del Este in Janvary that this Marxist-Leninist Governe 
ment was incompatitle with the Inter-American system. We 
must 81) hope the dey will soon come whan the Cuban people 
can exercise their right of self-determination by choosing 
freely the government under whieh they want to live. 

Τ appreciated your prompt rasponse by acticn to my 
urgent letter of Cetober 22. I should weicome your views on 
this ietter and on the opportunitier which Jie before us, as 


Well as the dangers still to be avoided. 
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